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cellent account of the events leading up and subsequent to the break- 
ing off of relations between Peru and Germany. The history, fully 
documented, of the destruction of the Lorton (a Peruvian vessel), is 
set forth, as well as the exchange of correspondence between the rep- 
resentatives of Peru and of Germany with relation thereto. The work 
deserves, therefore, as indicated, the careful attention of the student 
and historian. 

From another point this volume can, to advantage, be studied by 
those who are interested in Latin-American forms of courtesy, and 
who wish to submit themselves to them. Such a one will note the 
exchange of compliments or courtesies passing between Peru and 
other South, as well as Central, American countries, as well as be- 
tween their cities, upon the breaking of relations and afterward upon 
the signing of the armistice. The emphasis placed upon the exchange 
of courtesies on these occasions between the various members of the 
diplomatic corps and the public officials of Lima will not be un- 
noticed. All of these matters suggest an attitude of mind with which 
we are relatively unfamiliar, but which is to be penetrated and under- 
stood if we are to meet our friends of the South upon their own 
ground. 

Jackson H. Kalston. 



Mein Kriegs-Tagebuch. Vol. I. Das erste Kriegsjahr. By Alfred 
H. Fried. Zurich: Max Rascher Verlag. 1918. pp. xxiv, 472. 

The author informs us that in August, 1914, he was in the midst 
of the preparatory labors for the Twenty-First World Peace Con- 
gress, which was to have convened in his home city, Vienna, one 
month later. The outbreak of war was to him, as to so many others, 
a bolt out of a clear sky. Although long familiar with the conditions 
making a European conflagration imminent, he could not bring him- 
self to a belief in the actuality. He thus found himself unfit for other 
work and sought solace in this diary of his daily impressions. 

The present volume takes us only through the first year of the 
war. The author recalls the warnings published in prior years in his 
peace organ, the Friedens-Warte, and frankly admits that he over- 
rated the elements making for peace. His first analysis of causes 
leads him to the question of Alsace-Lorraine, and he even ventures a 
possible solution. He had long maintained that a good understanding 
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between France and Germany was the key to peace in Europe. Later, 
when the exchange of correspondence between the capitals of Europe 
begins to appear in the daily press, he alters his opinions on the 
causes of the war and reaches the conclusion that the Central Empires 
saw a favorable moment for establishing a technical superiority in 
arms and at the same time found the Kussian military party only 
too willing to play the game. While these premises are reasonable 
enough, we fail to understand how they lead him to the conclusion 
that it is thus a "preventive war." 

Even in the first month, he correctly foresees the intervention 
of the United States if the war is to continue for any great length 
of time. He never gives up the hope of a settlement through Ameri- 
can mediation, and proposes to the late Edwin Mead, whom he sees 
in Leipsic, that the nations of North and South America should jointly 
offer mediation through the instrumentality of the Pan-American 
Union. 

Although parts of the diary seem to have been published in Berlin 
shortly after they were written, he adopts from the beginning a dis- 
tinctly critical tone in discussing the attempted justifications of the 
German and Austrian press. He does not hesitate to point out crucial 
omissions in the documentary evidence produced relating to Belgium. 
He condemns unqualifiedly the sinking of the Lusitania. On the 
other hand, he criticizes, upon legal and moral grounds, the assump- 
tion by Great Britain of the right to treat captured submarine crews 
other than as prisoners of war. 

By the Spring of 1915, after removing to Switzerland, he has be- 
come convinced of the utter hypocrisy of the governments of the 
Central Powers. The results of his observations lead him to advocate 
the elimination of the traditions of feudalism in international rela- 
tions, the democratization of government, "the internationalization 
of disputes," and such changes in the policies of all states as shall, 
harmonize with the needs of international organization. 

The material with which he deals is often journalistic, yet he main- 
tains a philosophic point of view. No one will fail to respect the 
author's impartiality, nor his reverent yearning for the coming of a 
better day. He is truly a Jeremiah, lamenting the false ideals by 
which his people have been led to their doom. 

Aethur K. Kuhn. 



